RETRIEVERS

again; coming to the same place on the edge of
the roots, the dog slowly hunted out across a
closely cropped clover field, and in due course
got the partridge about three hundred yards
away.

On the subject of assistance, the old saying
" more haste, less speed" is often true. Thus,
when you see a winged pheasant fall and start
running into an adjoining covert, there is a great
temptation to send out a retriever to catch the
bird before it reaches the wood; if you are certain
that the dog can easily catch the pheasant In the
open, no harm (except the encouragement to
hunt by sight rather than scent) may be done by
so sending the retriever; but if by chance the
pheasant actually reaches the covert before the
retriever can catch it, there is a probability that
a young dog will fail to get the bird at all; for
the retriever has started to hunt by sight and may
not have the sense to get its nose down at once
to hunt the line when the pheasant has dis-
appeared. Therefore, the wise handler will wait
until such a pheasant has reached the wood and
then send his young retriever out to hunt, with
the consequence that the dog will get on the line
immediately and, working by scent only, retrieve
the bird in due course.
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